Dear Colleagues,
RE: The Clancy Prize Religious Art Exhibition 2026
‘Origins to Destiny: From Genesis to Salvation’
This year, the Archdiocese of Sydney invites us to experience ‘The Sistine Chapel: Revelations immersive exhibition which brings one of the world’s greatest artistic achievements to life using cutting-edge projection technology and high-resolution imagery sourced directly from the Vatican archives.’ sistinechapelsydney.com.au
We are delighted to invite students from Years 7–11 to participate in the 2026 Clancy Prize Religious Art Exhibition. Students are encouraged to embark on a creative journey that expresses faith through art. This exhibition offers young artists the opportunity to reflect on the beauty of our Catholic tradition and share their insights through imaginative and meaningful works.
The theme for 2026, ‘Origins to Destiny: From Genesis to Salvation,’ invites students to reflect deeply on the great story of our faith, from the wonder of creation to the hope of redemption. Through painting, drawing, sculpture and mixed media, students are encouraged to express how the story of God’s love for humanity speaks to them today. This exhibition provides a meaningful space for young people to explore faith, imagination, and artistic expression while engaging with the richness of the Christian tradition. As Pope Benedict XVI reflected when speaking about the Sistine Chapel, “The Sistine Chapel tells the story of light, liberation and salvation; it speaks of God’s relationship with humanity.” In a similar way, this exhibition invites students to tell that sacred story through their own artistic vision.
Students are encouraged to create artworks that draw upon Catholic imagery and Scripture from the Bible, visually interpreting moments from the journey of salvation history. Works may reflect scenes such as creation, covenant, prophecy, the life of Christ, or the hope of redemption. Artists are invited to look for inspiration in the beauty and symbolism of Renaissance sacred art, particularly the magnificent frescoes of the Sistine Chapel painted by Michelangelo and other artists, where biblical stories are powerfully expressed through colour, form, and movement. Students may consider how great Christian artists have used visual storytelling to bring Scripture to life and inspire faith.
The exhibition will be held on Friday, 16 October 2026, at The McGlade Gallery, located at Australian Catholic University, Strathfield. It promises to be a beautiful celebration of creativity, faith, and the unique perspectives of our students.
We encourage you to share this opportunity with your students and support those who may wish to participate. Their work has the potential to inspire others and contribute to a powerful reflection on the journey from creation to salvation.
Further details regarding submission guidelines and timelines will be shared shortly via the Sydney Catholic Schools website and Google folder.
We look forward to seeing the creative and faith-filled works our students will bring to this special exhibition.
Kind regards,
Ivanka Rancic

Education Officer, Adult Faith Formation
Mission and Identity Directorate

