Theme: Saints Anchored in Hope. Aligned with the World Youth Day theme: Pilgrims of Hope
Date: Friday 5th September 2025

Dear Colleagues, 
RE: The Clancy Prize Religious Art Exhibition 2025

As we embark on the journey of the 2025 Clancy Prize Religious Art Exhibition, we are excited to invite students from years 7 to 11 to participate in this inspiring opportunity. The theme, Saints Anchored in Hope, is in alignment with the overarching theme of the Jubilee Year, Pilgrims of Hope. This theme serves as a call to each of you to delve deeper into your spiritual knowledge, seeking inspiration from the saints of the Catholic Church and translating these insights into powerful, captivating works of art. The Religious Art Exhibition will be held on Friday 5th September 2025 at The McGlade Gallery, ACU Strathfield. 

In a world often marked by uncertainty and challenge, the concept of hope becomes a guiding light, much like the saints who have gone before us. Through their example of faith, perseverance, and unwavering trust in God's promises, they have shown us how to remain anchored in hope, no matter the trials people face. This theme encourages young people to reflect on how the saints have lived out this hope, and how their journeys of faith can inspire their own creative expressions.

Pope Francis has frequently spoken about hope. He has also spoken about the transformative power of art, particularly in the life of the Church and society. In his address to artists in the Sistine Chapel in June 2023, he remarked, “artists are like prophets, pursuing true beauty and using their art to shake up the societies where they live.” This is a powerful reminder that as young artists, our students have the ability to not only express their personal faith but to also challenge and inspire the world around them.

Pope Francis also has a deep devotion to the saints, whom he regards as exemplary models of faith, love, and service. He often emphasizes that the saints are not distant figures but living witnesses who continue to intercede for us and walk with us on our spiritual journey. Through their works, we encourage our students to embrace the saints as companions and sources of inspiration, drawing from their virtues and experiences as they express their own hopes, dreams, and faith.

In 2025 two great young men will be canonised, Blessed Carlo Acutis and Giorgio Frassati. Both Saints to be, continue to inspire young people around the world to seek holiness in their everyday lives, especially through the use of modern technology and changing the world with acts of Charity. 

This Religious art exhibition presents a wonderful opportunity for all students to engage in a creative and enriching experience that not only allows them to showcase their artistic talents but also invites them to encounter the beauty of the Catholic faith. It is our hope that their participation in this event will foster curiosity, ignite creativity, encourage collaboration, and inspire a pursuit of excellence.

We anticipate that this exhibition will provide a platform for them to explore the lives of the saints in a unique way, while also developing a deeper understanding of the theological virtue of hope that sustains them through every moment of our lives. Their artwork will not only contribute to the beauty of their faith but will also serve as a reflection of the hope they carry as pilgrims in this world.

To assist them in their journey, detailed guidelines for the exhibition can be accessed through the Sydney Catholic Schools website:
https://sydcatholicschools.nsw.edu.au/catholic-identity/the-clancy-prize
Additionally, a Google folder containing relevant resources will be shared with all visual art coordinators and teachers.
Should you have any questions or require further information, please do not hesitate to contact Ivanka Rancic, Church Engagement Officer, via phone at 0419 302 458 or by email at ivanka.rancic@syd.catholic.edu.au.
We look forward to seeing the vibrant, inspiring artworks that will emerge from this year's theme and to journeying with you in faith, creativity, and hope.
Yours sincerely,

Anthony Cleary.
